LIGHTING TRENDS
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Lighting has come a long way since the
days of the central light fitting. We asked
the experts for their take on the latest trends

Hans van Rooyen, owner
of Belig Lighting Design
Consultancy, has worked
full-time in the industry for
over four years and has lit
all types of spaces from
retail and coommercial to
residential and landscaping
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There 1s a
strong awareness of energy saving,
Changing from conventional globes to
energy-saving ones such as fluorescent
or LED (light-emitting diode) helps, but
nothing saves energy like switching a
light off. Using dimming or automation
svstems is another option.

Lighting 1s an essential
element in highlighting architecture and
art and accentuating textures and colour.
You can even ‘sculpt’ or “paint” with
lighting. People are realising the value

of a well-planned lighting design and are

using the services of lighting consultants. %ﬂ
Sometimes 5 |
%)

budgets just don’t allow for more A\ |
expensive lighting technology. The key 5
is to simplify without sacrificing the
effect. For example, raking a simple,
somewhat ugly industrial light fitting
and concealing it cleverly creates a great
effect. You could also look for large,
interesting bases and have them turned
into sculptural features. This is where
light becomes budget-triendly art.

[nvisible fixtures
or concealed |1_L_"h'lII‘IL’_ is another trend.

For example, pl.u'inp_ lighting behind

an opaque ceiling making it glow,
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Crystal chandeliers of
all deseriptions are still popular locally and internationally.
New designs use combinations of erystals and rransparent,
mirror-like fittings that retlect hight. Red and black ervseal
chandeliers are in vogue abroad and have replaced wrought
iron and Tuscan styvles.

Internationally, the focus 1s on
mood and decorative lighting. It's not just the lighting industry
that 1s developing new pre sducts, but some of the world’s
top tashion designers and decorators are also growing their
product ranges to include lighting fixtures.

T'he real future of lighring lies in LED lights,
which are prized for their low hear, low energy consumprion and long-life L Lme > .-
colour availabiliey. Tradivionally, LED lights were used to light up areas ::\ ; ‘ e
rather than to creare a mood, but new innovations mean thar Radiant _ '.}. £ ) .
will hopetully be introducing a range of LED hghrs that can also be _&J'. a
used to create effecrs in homes. :

Pe }]’1|L' Are mMore Consclous about securnity and ourdox T
lighting plavs a large role in this. It also gives vou the opportuniry to
illuminare your garden creatively. We are seeing imaginative products hir the w

market that are energy and environmentally friendly as well as cost-effective. >
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Hanan Schwartz is the “
Chief Executive Director

of Radiant Group,

one of South Africa’s

largest lighting and

electrical manufacturers P aaN
and distributors \ J'J v AN
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Juliet Chemelli is the lighting consultant and designer to architects
at Province Lighting, the contemporary lighting company started
by her husband, Jurgen, 21 years ago in Cape Town

Hanging lights and floor lamps now tend to be huge in scale. This has
come about as a result of open-plan spaces and a sense that size makes for a feeling of luxury.
Ceilings are no longer large, flat expanses and now have
derailing: central cur-outs and areas thar are pulled away from the walls to allow for
beautiful recessed lighting. Downlighters are now trimless in more organic shapes
that blend with the surroundings. Bulbs are recessed to get the light where vou want
it, but without the glare of the eatlier versions.
Reflective or high-gloss finishes and transparent finishes are trendy.
Today even chandeliers are *clothed’ in see-through shades.
Open-plan living has seen the emergence of light fittings that do
double duty, for example, serving as a reading light over a couch, and then swivelling
to provide light over a dining table.
Owr love of patios, verandas and outdoor living has lead to a demand for
exterior fittings that look like internal fittings, such as pendant lights or floor stands.

Lighting is moving away from a serious suburbanism to take

-?h . = r on a whimsical, fun look that melds inspiration with practicality. The designs of
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Ingo Maurer are particularly inventive and fun. His Light au Lait, for instance,

Birdie chandelier and wall lights are wonderful examples of fun meeting function.



Melanie Boshi, of Light Co in Durban, has been in
the lighting business for the last 14 years. Originally
on the wholesale side, she opened her first lighting
store in Springfield Park, Durban, 10 years ago and
has since opened a branch in Umhlanga

STYLE AND \ ?
FUNCTION - \
Aside from energy- II'I

saving LEDs, which
are the latest trend

in lighting today,
chandeliers are still as
popular as ever and
are now available in

lead or glass crystal
in red and black as well as a combination of ' \ll

wrought iron and erystal. Aluminium pendant /

fittings are fashionable in the kitchen and for ,
industrial-looking lofts and apartments. Another
new look is diffused lighting, where the direct B s

source of light is hidden behind a cornice or

O
e

headboard and gives off a soft glow.

LIGHT AND SHADE Lampshades in classic
interiors are being embellished with beads,
crystals, feathers and ribbons, while meralhic
shades in silver, gold and bronze are being used
in contemporary settings. Mother-of-pearl
disks on both shades and chandeliers are very
trendy at the moment. Th s li i

come in many colours !



